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Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is with profound gratitude that I extend my thanks for your attendance at this evening's
concert, featuring the esteemed winner of the 2nd International Chopin Competition on Period
Instruments in Warsaw, Eric Guo, accompanied by Bach Collegium Japan under the baton of
Masato Suzuki. Tonight, you will journey through a repertoire that presents two important
figures of European cultural heritage: Chopin and Mozart. May this magical evening remind you
that music transcends time and borders, connecting us all through the universal language of
emotion and artistry.

Again, thank you for being a part of this memorable celebration. I am deeply honored by your
presence and would like to thank the organizers, especially the Japan Arts, for preparing this
wonderful artistic event.

Pawel Milewski
Ambassador of the Republic of Poland to Japan
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Ladies and Gentlemen,
I am pleased to address you today on the occasion of the concert of Mr. Eric Guo - the winner of
the 2nd International Chopin Competition on Period Instruments held in Warsaw.
It is a great honor and pleasure for the Polish Institute in Tokyo to support this event.
For nearly two centuries, the music of Fryderyk Chopin has been uniting admirers of the
brilliant Polish composer’s works all over the world. I am delighted that the number of Fryderyk
Chopin fans continues to grow, as well as the number of entries to the International Chopin
Competitions, both on contemporary and period instruments.
It is the historical pianos - such as Fryderyk Chopin's beloved Pleyel - that produce the delicate
sounds that reflect the true spirit of Chopin's times. Today, thanks to Mr. Eric Guo - the brilliant
virtuoso from Canada, we will experience this magic and we will move back in time to the era of
Polish Romanticism.
I am deeply grateful to Japan Arts for organizing this wonderful concert, as well as for
promoting Polish music and the International Chopin Competitions in Japan.
Congratulations to Mr. Eric Guo on his great success!
I wish you unforgettable artistic experiences.

Urszula Osmycka

Director of the Polish Institute in Tokyo
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Ladies and Gentlemen,
I am pleased to invite you to join us at the performances of the winner of this year's 2nd
International Chopin Competition on Period Instruments. It is an honour for the Adam
Mickiewicz Institute to co-organise Eric Guo's concerts in Japan. The Institute’ s mission is,
among other things, to foster lasting interest in Polish culture around the world, and we are
confident that the Canadian artist's performances will absolutely fulfil this mission.
Eric Guo's artistry was appreciated by the jury of the 2nd International Chopin Competition on
Period Instruments. The winner himself emphasized the importance of this initiative, stating in
an interview with Culture.pl, the largest portal promoting Polish culture run by AMI also in
Japanese, that “period instruments are more refined and nuanced - Chopin himself would
probably have agreed. They offer a tremendous palette of colours.”
Again, I hope you will join us to listen to Frédéric Chopin’ s compositions performed by Eric Guo -
and I wish you many unforgettable experiences!

Dr. Barbara Schabowska

Director of the Adam Mickiewicz Institute
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my honour and privilege to send greetings to Chopin’ s Japanese audience, especially all the
music lovers who will be united by the music of our beloved composer during the Japanese tour
winner of the 2nd International Chopin Competition on Period Instruments.

The Competition, which is a younger sister of the big Chopin Competition, is a unique attempt at
recreating the original sound world which Fryderyk Chopin knew himself. By gathering in
Warsaw original pianos and their copies, eminent international jury members and wonderfully
talented young pianists from all over the world, we give the audience a unique opportunity to
experience Chopin in a new and different way, which - paradoxically - is possible through the
return to the old instruments.

I am really glad that thanks to our special co-operation with Japan Arts we can now share this
wonderful experience with the Japanese audience.

Artur Szklener
Director of The Fryderyk Chopin Institute
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